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SELF-LED ACTIVITY
WELCOME TO

RUTUPIAE

Learning objectives

Recommended for SUMMARY

KS2 (History, Geography) In this activity, students will follow characters living and working
in Richborough (Rutupiae) and complete short missions to better
understand their roles within the settlement.

* Discover the range of
people living and working
in Richborough (Rutupiae)
during the Roman period.

* Understand that people
and goods travelled vast
distances across the Roman
Empire to reach Roman
Richborough.

Time to complete

Approx. 25 mins

SUGGESTED APPROACH

Print and cut out the character cards on on pages 46—48 and
the cart outline on page 45 before your visit.

At the fort, introduce the idea that people and goods came

to Richborough from across the Roman Empire. Many
different people interacted with each other and many different
languages were spoken here.

Set the scene for your students - they have just arrived at
Richborough from Gaul and are here to rest before travelling
on to other Roman settlements in Britain. They are meeting
some friends later and would like to gather some gifts for
them.

Divide students into small groups of four or five and assign

a folded character card to each group. Students will find
characters’ locations within the fort and undertake a challenge
once they're there to earn a reward (on the reverse of the
card). If you have time, encourage groups to swap cards so that
students can explore the fort and engage with more than one
character.

To end, students will match the objects they've collected to
the outlines in the cart image on page 45 as they discuss what
they've discovered about the characters they've been following.

Character cards will help students
explore the fort and discover more
about daily life in Richborough.

MORE LEARNING IDEAS

When students have completed this activity, they could

explore the museum to find objects related to their
characters (for example, a traveller could find a coin from
another part of the Roman Empire).

RICHBOROUGH

ROMAN FORT www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/richborough-roman-fort-and-amphitheatre/school-visits

& oF 62



N

WELCOME TO RUTUPIAE *
CHARACTER DESTINATION MAP

n START — SOUTH GATE 2ND-CENTURY SHOPS SHOP WORKER
WEST GATE (CART DRIVER) n GRANARIES (FARMER)
CLAUDIAN DITCHES (SOLDIER) MONUMENTAL ARCH (TRAVELLER)

MANSIO (GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL)

Remind students to take care when moving around the fort during
this activity. They should walk around the ditches rather than enter
them and look out for uneven surfaces.
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P R N I I T

CART \
DRIVER

I’'m driving my cart to
the west gate to start
a long journey.

aiod

Wialk to the west gate.

WELL DONE!

DID YOU
KNOW?

C H A L L E N GI E You've been given an amphora of olive oil as a reward.

T I M E | Olive oil was imported into Britain from elsewhere in
: the Roman Empire.

- e o  mm M R R RN R R R R R R e

& o
L] [
L} [ |
. '
| | "
' '
| | "
| } : ’ | } n | |
. Watling Street began here. I'm | » Create your own cart using . W o
» transporting goods along the  ® " your bodies or your hands. It * alk back to the south gate to rejoih your group.
| } L. | | n | |
» road to Londinium. . " needs: moving wheels, storage &
| } | | n | |
' . s space and a connection to '
. . . your horse. .
| | | n |
| } | | n | |
n | | n | }
L} ] L] L |
. L4 A\ d ¥
G p——— ‘ammmmmsEmEsEmEsEEEEEEE®
\ ’

N e e e e e e e o Em mm o mm Em Em o Em Em Em E Em Em Em E Em Em Em E Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em mm m mm mm mm mm omm mm P

g

)

O™ MM MR Wm Em mm o Em o RN EE NN R EE MR NN MR RN MR RN EE RN MR RN RE RN RN RN MR R RN RN R RN RN RN Rm R Rm R Em S Em e e e e -

FARMER

I’'m taking my grain to
the granaries inside
the fort.

aiod

Wialk over to the granaries.

WELL DONE!
DID YOU CHALLENGE You've been given a bag of grain as a reward!

KN OW ? T I M E | Granaries were raised to protect grain and other

foods from being eaten by mice and other animals.
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P R N I I T

GOVERNMENT ; I've arrived in |
OFFICIAL Q Richborough by boat

and am looking for a
place to stay.

aiod

Walk to the mansio.

WELL DONE!
DID YOU CHALLENGE You've been given a gold aureus as a reward! Coins
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are waiting by the arch.

Walk to the monumental arch base.

WELL DONE!
DID YOU CHALLENGE You've been given a cosmetic grinder as a reward!

KN OW ? T I M E ) The Romans ground up minerals and precious stones

from places like modern-day Afghanistan to make
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SOLDIER |

I’'m going to patrol the
fort’s defences.

aiod

Walk to the Claudian ditches.

WELL DONE!
DID YOU CHALLENGE You've been given a shield as a reward! These were
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pots from the front.

aiod

Wialk to the 2nd-century shops.

WELL DONE!
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