
Immunity from seizure 

English Heritage is able to provide an immunity from seizure for cultural objects under 
Part 6 of the Tribunals, Courts and Enforcements Act 2007. 

In order to be protected, the conditions set out in section 134 of the Act must be met when 
the object enters the UK. Namely: 

• The object is usually kept outside the UK;

• It is not owned by a person resident in the UK;

• Its import does not contravene a prohibition or restriction on the import of goods,
imposed by or under any enactment, that applies to the object, a part of it or anything
it conceals;

• It is brought to the UK for public display in a temporary exhibition at a museum or
gallery;

• The borrowing museum or gallery is approved under the Act; and

• The museum or gallery has complied with the requirement prescribed in the Protection
of Cultural Objects on Loan (Publication and Provision of Information) Regulations
2008 about the publication of specified information about the object. The Regulations
require the information to be published on the borrowing institution’s website for at
least four consecutive weeks before the object enters the UK ending the day before
the day on which the object is brought into the UK.

For further information on immunity from seizure, please refer to the DCMS website. 

For further information on English Heritage policies and procedures, please refer to the 
following documents: 

• English Heritage Collections Development Policy (2022)

• English Heritage Due Diligence Policy (2024)

For any enquiries, please write to: 

Or email: 

Dr Matt Thompson FSA 
Interim Curatorial Director 
100 Wood Street  
London EC2V 7AN 
UK 

Collections@english-heritage.org.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protecting-cultural-objects-on-loan



