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SELF-LED ACTIVITY
NATURAL PHILOSOPHER’S
TRAIL

P

Recommended for

KS3 (Science, History)

Learning objectives

Learn about natural
philosophy and the story of
Bolsover Castle

Explore Bolsover Castle,
examining some of its key
features and using the
techniques and theories
of natural philosophy to
discover more about the
castle and the people who
lived here

Understand the story

of Bolsover Castle, its
connections to natural
philosophy and how science
can help us learn more
about the history of a place
and its people

Time to complete

5-10 minutes per activity;
/ activities

lants in the borders of the Fountain
Garden with the Little Castle in
the background.

PRIOR LEARNING

It would be helpful for students to have some contextual knowledge and

feel confident with key terms before completing this trail. The glossary on
pages 26—32 provides definitions of key terms and the timeline on pages

33-39 can support students' chronological understanding. The pre-visit
activity “Why build here?!” can provide more context for their visit.

PRE-VISIT ACTIVITY

This trail includes a short, pre-visit activity that introduces students to
Margaret Cavendish and natural philosophy.

PREPARATION AND RESOURCES

You may wish to read the historical information on pages 7/—25 before
your visit to familiarise yourself with the story of Bolsover and its
connection to natural philosophy. To explore the story of William and
Margaret Cavendish in more depth you could book our Discovery Visit.

You will find the Activity Trail on the following pages. Please read
our printing tips and photocopy enough for your class to bring to
Bolsover Castle.

The booklet pages have their own sequence which differs from the rest of
the Teachers' Kit and they will appear to be in a random order; this is to
help you create an A5 booklet that can be easily followed by your students.

To do this you'll need to adjust your Print settings:

. Select size A4.

2. Select a custom page range of 72—/8 (to avoid printing unnecessary
pages).

3. Select ‘Print on both sides of the paper’ and ‘Flip on short edge’

4. This will print four double-sided pages of PDF that can be folded in half
and arranged in page number order.

MORE LEARNING IDEAS

You could take students to visit the Cundy House on the other

side of the valley to see where the water in the cistern house
came from. Search the English Heritage website for ‘Cundy
House’ to find out more.

ENGLISH HERITAGE

EDUCATION

www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/bolsover-castle/school-visits OF 115
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