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SO U I"CGS A historical source is something that

_ tells us about life in the past, such as
Peer into the past a document, a picture or an object.

It may be a primary source, from the time, ora
secondary source, created later. Our experts
have chosen these sources to help you learn
about Old Sarum’s history.

Source 1

‘his council came to him there, and all the landholding men of any account 1 ‘, )
throughout England, whosesoever men they were. And they all bowed to him and

became his men, and swore oaths of fealty to him, that they would remain faithful

to him against all other men.’

An account of the Oath of Sarum by a royal chronicler.

Source 2

e

A reconstruction drawing of the Oath of Sarum. William | is accompanied by soldiers and the head of the
Church. Members of the nobility kneel before the king to swear their loyalty.
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Source 3

‘at Salisbury [Old Sarum] and Malmesbury he [Roger] erected buildings large in 4 ‘, )
scale, expensive and very beautiful to look at — the courses of stone being laid so

exactly that the joints defy inspection and give the whole wall the appearance of a

single rock-face. Salisbury [Old Sarum] cathedral he rebuilt and richly furnished, so that it

is passed by no church in England and surpasses many, and he himself can say to God with
perfect truth - ‘Lord, | have the beauty of Thy house'.

An extract from William of Malmesbury’s Chronicle of the Kings of England.

Source 4
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A reconstruction drawing of Old Sarum as it might have looked in around 1130.
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