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Teachers’ Kit

Peveril Castle

This kit helps teachers plan a visit to Peveril Castle, dramatically
situated above crags and caverns in the Peak District. Use these
resources before, during and after your visit to help students get
the most out of their learning.

Get in touch with our
Education Bookings Team:

0370 3330606
Bl bookeducation@english-heritage.org.uk
I bookings.english-heritage.org.uk/education

Share your visit with us @EHEducation
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Welcome

This Teachers’ Kit for Peveril Castle has been designed for teachers and group leaders to
support a free self-led visit to the site. It includes a variety of materials suited to teaching a
wide range of subjects and key stages, with practical information, activities for use on site and
ideas to support follow-up learning.

We know that each class and study group is different, so we have collated our resources into
one kit allowing you to decide which materials are best suited to your needs. Please use the
contents page, which has been colour-coded to help you easily locate what you need and view
individual sections. All our activities have clear guidance on the intended use for study so you
can adapt them for your desired learning outcomes.

To further aid your planning, we have created Hazard Information, which you can download
from the Peveril Castle School Visits page. You can find more practical information about
your booked visit to Peveril Castle on your Education Visit Permit and in our What You Need
to Know document. We hope you enjoy your visit and find this Teachers’ Kit useful. If you
have any queries, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with a member of our team either via
bookeducation@english-heritage.org.uk or on 0370 333 0606.

English Heritage Learning Team

Icon key

The icons below will help you quickly identify the types of activities and information presented.

Group
Speaking Hands on Look Listen Quote Examine Smell Activity
Did you
Write Read Role play Challenge know? Science Engineering  Maths

+ =
- X
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Pre-visit

Information and
activities you can
use in the classroom
before your visit.
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Peveril Castle

Orientation photos

You can use the toilets at the Castleton Visitor Centre. There is one This is the Peveril Castle Visitor Centre. You will enter the site here.
accessible toilet at Peveril Castle. The walkway inside is quite narrow so it can feel crowded.

ENGLISH
HERITAGE

The path to the castle zigzags up a hill. There are handrails on part The uniform you will often see around the castle worn by all English
of the path. Heritage volunteers.

The castle is on uneven ground. You can walk across the grass to You walk up a winding staircase into the keep. It may be dark inside.
explore it. The castle is high up, so it may be windy. The wooden floors may creak.
English
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Historical
n n Below is a short history of Peveril
I nfO rm Clt I O n Castle. Use this information to learn

how the site has changed over time.
Discover the story of You'll find the definitions of the key

Peveril Castle words in the Glossary.

Early settlements

Before Peveril Castle, three other
settlements were built in the area:

1. Mam Tor: to the north-west is the
prehistoric hillfort of Mam Tor.
Excavations tell us that the
hillfort could be from the Bronze
Age (c.2500 BC until ¢.800 BC).

It is on high ground for defensive
strength and was a clear symbol

of power. A view of Peveril Castle with Mam Tor in the

background.
2. Fort Navio:in c.100 BC, the

Romans built Fort Navio near
Brough. The fort guarded the main routeway from the north-west and north-east
of England. It also controlled access to the lead and silver mining industries.

3. Hope: with good land for farming, Hope became an important royal Saxon manor. In
the 10th century, king of the Saxons Edward the Elder (.899-924) granted the lands of
Hope to Uhtred, a royal official. Even after Peveril Castle was built, Hope remained the
biggest centre in the district.

When the Normans chose a place to build a castle in the area, they were attracted by
the same things: good access to routeways, existing local industries, natural resources
and control of the local population.

English Historical information continues =
Heritage -



The Norman Conquest (1066-1155)

Two years after the Normans conquered England, people
in the Midlands and the North revolted against them. To

strengthen his position, William the Conqueror gave large
areas of land in Nottinghamshire and north Derbyshire to
his loyal supporter, Williom Peverel.

By 1086, William Peverel had built a castle on the Peak.
Domesday Book describes ‘Williom Peverel's castle at
Pechesers. Pechesers is thought to mean ‘Peak’s Tail’

or ‘Peak’s Arse’ — both names for Peak Cavern. An illustration of William
the Conqueror.

Norman castles were usually built using wood and then rebuilt

later in stone. Peveril Castle is unusual because it was first built with stone. The Norman
building work is called herringbone masonry. This is because of the way the masonry
(brickwork) is laid at angles and looks like the bones of a fish.

William Peverel’s son, William Peverel ll, fell out with Henry Il. In 1155, Henry took over
all William's estates, including Peveril Castle.

The castle’s impact on the town

The first mention of Castleton is in 1196. It is
possible there was an earlier settlement, but
it developed in a more planned way once the
castle was established. People likely moved
to the area for work. Skilled tradespeople - A ‘
were needed to work on the castle and the The banking of the medieval town's
occupants of the castle required frequent S:;ZT::‘?sb:n”:hinlzfii:;ht;:S:'C:LS::.'e
supplies of food and other goods.

Many of the townspeople worked on the farms and lands controlled by the local lord.
While some had their own land to grow crops on, they also had to work on the lord’s land
for a proportion of the time.

The Hospital of Blessed Mary of Castleton in the Peak was founded prior to 1153, most
likely by the wife of one of the William Peverels. At this time, hospitals were not just
places that looked after the elderly or ill, but also places of hospitality where travelling
traders and others would stay.

ﬂ English Historical information continues =
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Henry II's home for hunting
and the Forest of the Peak
(1155-1173)

Henry Il (r1154-1189) was extremely
wealthy and, as king, became very
powerful. He was also Duke of
Normandy and Count of Anjou and
owned huge estates in south-west
France through his marriage to s P
Eleanor of Aquitaine. LU "

A medieval hunting scene.

Peveril Castle was important to

Henry Il because he could use it as a

base to keep watch over the barons in the Midlands. The barons had become used to
acting independently, and Henry needed to show that he was in control. One of these
barons was Robert Ferrers, Earl of Derby. Ferrers had married William Peverel II's
daughter, Margaret, and he hoped to own William’s lands.

Henry took land around the castle and turned it
into a royal hunting ground called the Forest of the
Peak (though much of the land was open fell). In
areas that were declared to be royal forests, the
king had a monopoly on hunting the ‘great game’,
meaning deer and stags. Henry visited Peveril three
times. During one visit to the castle in 1157, Henry
entertained Malcolm IV, the king of Scotland.

In 1173, Henry's wife, Eleanor of Aquitaine, his sons,
and the rebel barons revolted against him. Henry
quickly made Peveril Castle stronger and larger for

protection and to show his power. Whilst the castle
normally employed two watchmen and a porter,
during this time Henry funded a military force
headed by 20 knights. We know what Henry spent

on Peveril Castle from information held in the ‘Pipe

Rolls’, the annual exchequer accounts. Even after

Henry Il crushed the revolt, he made the castle even The porter controlled access to the

more secure and impressive by building the keep. s

English Historical information continues =
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The Charter of the Forest (1217)

When King John (r1199-1216) took the throne, Robert Ferrers’ son, William Ferrers,
managed to persuade John (by paying him a lot of money) to grant him the lordship of
the Peak. But this did not include the castle. William Ferrers wasn’t given the castle for
another 17 years. Even then, in 1216, the royal castellan refused to surrender it. William
eventually became the owner in 1217, though only until the new king, Henry lll (r1216-72),
then just ten years old, was old enough to rule independently.

Peveril Castle was the headquarters for the lordship of the Peak. The lord controlled the
mines, forests and the town of Castleton. Forest law was designed to protect the ‘venison’
(animals that were hunted, such as deer and wild boar) and the ‘vert’ (the woodland habitat
that sustained the animals). This meant that the people living in the Forest of the Peak were
not allowed to cut trees for firewood or for construction, to forage for food or to graze their
animals. There were heavy penalties for breaking the law.

In 1217, the Charter of the Forest re-established rights of access to the forest for free men,
allowing them to forage for food and graze their animals. This was a revised version of the
original Forest Charter of 1215, which was a companion document to Magna Carta.

Even though the rest of the 1200s were mostly peaceful in England, the Crown continued
to spend money on Peveril Castle. This was probably because it was stillimportant to have
castles as symbols of royal power and governance. Henry lll stayed at Peveril in 1235 and
repairs were paid for after his visit. By 1300, Peveril Castle’s buildings were complete.

Stags were protected by forest law, An illustration of Peveril Castle as it looked in 1300.

as they were hunted by the king. By Peter Urmston (2007).
English Historical information continues =
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The women who owned the castle

Edward | (r.1272-1307) conferred Peveril Castle in
the dower of his wife Eleanor of Castile. It is unlikely
that Eleanor ever visited the castle.

Peveril Castle had other female owners. Edward |l
(r1307-27) granted it to his queen, Isabella of France.
Isabella was born in Paris and married Edward in
1308. Isabella and her son, the future Edward I,
became unhappy with the influence a noble family,
the Despensers, had on Edward Il. They worked with

a group of barons to depose the king. An 1893 portrait of Philippa of
Hainault by John Wycliffe. A public
Edward Il (r1327—77) then ngnted Peveril Castle to domain image by Lewis Sergeant.

his wife, Philippa of Hainault. Philippa was born in

what is modern-day Belgium. She married Edward in 1326. She was liked and respected as
queen, and her popularity and astute political advice strengthened Edward’s leadership
of the country, helping to ensure peace. Records show that both Isabella and Philippa
made decisions about local land ownership.

John of Gaunt and the castle’s decline (1372-74)

In 1372, Edward Ill gave Peveril Castle to his son, John of
Gaunt, the Duke of Lancaster and the richest nobleman
in England. John had at least 30 other castles to look
after. He was already spending money on improving three
of his major castles in the Midlands - Tutbury, Leicester
and Kenilworth.

It was difficult to build any more buildings on the hill at
Peveril Castle because of the sloping bailey. John quickly

decided not to spend any more money on updating the

The ruined keep at Peveril

castle. In1374 he ordered lead from buildings at Peveril el e Tiner cElilier fesey
Castle to be stripped and sent to be used at Pontefract has been removed from most of
Castle in west Yorkshire. the tower.

The decision not to update Peveril Castle made it very unlikely that it would ever have a
royal or noble household stay in it again. This was the beginning of the castle’s decline.

ﬂ English Historical information continues =
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The castle as a tourist - g .
destination

Eventually, John of Gaunt stopped

using Peveril Castle, and managed

the estate from his other homes. He
continued to have constables looking
after the castle. When John's son, Henry
Bolingbroke, was crowned King Henry IV
(r1399-1413), Peveril Castle once again
returned to the Crown. Local courts

were still held in the keep to deliver

sentences to criminals until 1600. Peveril Castle’s dramatic position has turned it

At the same time, the bailey was L

now being used to graze animals.

Queen Elizabeth | (r1558-1603) ordered a full survey in 1561 to ‘view the state of the
castles and mansions in the Duchy’. This showed the castle had been left to fall into ruin.
Peveril Castle was one of only two castles to be deemed beyond repair. A further survey
in 1609 noted the castle was: ‘very ruinous
and serveth for noe use’. It is likely that the
castle was slowly being dismantled, either
by local people or by the lord, as the stone
could be used for other buildings.

In the 18th century, the picturesque beauty
of the castle’s surroundings was captured
by artists and poets. People began to visit
the Peak to view the scenery. Peveril Castle
had become a tourist destination and
became even more popular when better
roads and railways were built in the

19th century.
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Since 1984, Peveril Castle has been cared
for by English Heritage. Today, the castle
stands in a protected National Park and
is still a popular tourist attraction for its

rugged beduty and dramatic position A survey ordered by Queen Elizabeth | found
that Peveril Castle was beyond repair.
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Glossary

Tricky terms and
what they mean

astute - goodin understanding
and judgement

bailey - an enclosed area in a castle,
usually built next to the motte

baron - a title given to a major landowner,
who would also be known as a ‘lord’. The
title was normally inherited by the eldest
son of a baron. William the Conqueror
created barons in England to govern

the land in his name.

Bronze Age - the period from around
2,500 BC to around 800 BC when weapons
and tools were made of bronze

castellan - the governor of a castle
constable - the governor of a royal castle

the Crown - the monarchy or the ruling
monarch

depose - to take away an important
position from someone, such as being
aruler

English
Heritage

Below is a list of words you might
come across while exploring the
history of Peveril Castle. Use this
Glossary to find out what they
mean.

Domesday Book - arecord of the size,
value and ownership of all land in England,
made in 1086 by order of William |

Domesday Book

dower - property given to a woman (of any
land-owning class), normally on her marriage.
A widow whose husband had died normally
kept some or all of her dower for the rest of
her life.

Duchy - the land owned by a duke or
duchess and its administration. Duke was
a title given to the ruler of a large area
within a kingdom.

estate - an area of land or property

excavation - the action of carefully
removing earth at an archaeological site to
try to find evidence of past lives, activities
and structures in the ground

>
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exchequer - a twice-yearly meeting,
formally called the Court of Exchequer,
when the sheriffs of all the counties in
England came to present their accounts
to the king's government. The name later
became attached to the building at
Westminster where the courts were held
and the records kept. The person who looks
after the government’s budget is still called
the Chancellor of the Exchequer.

fell - a hill or high moorland, usually in
northern England

forage - to search for food or supplies

free man - a person who held property in
their own right. Most of them were villagers
or townspeople, who held houses, small
plots of land, workshops or mills. They were
outnumbered in medieval society by
bondmen, also known as serfs, who owned
no property and had to work on their lord’s
land in payment for their home and land

to grow food on.

governance - the action of controlling
and managing an organisation, a region
or a country

herringbone masonry - a pattern

of stones in rows of parallel lines (one row
slanting to the left, the next row slanting
to the right), the pattern looking like the
bones of a fish

An example of herringbone masonry at
Peveril Castle.

English
Heritage

hillfort - a fort built on a hill, often
enclosed by a system of defensive banks
and ditches

industry - making raw materials (like lead
or silver) into products and manufacturing
goods

keep - the strongest tower of a castle
that s a final refuge during an attack

lordship - a piece of land belonging
toalord

Magna Carta - the document agreed

to by King John in 1215, placing limits on his
power. Most English barons and the Church
felt that King John was abusing his power.
By signing Magna Carta, he managed to
calm the rebellion, but not for long. He didn't
stick to the rules set out in Magna Carta,
which made people angry and caused the
First Barons’ War.

manor - an area of land belonging to a
lord, or other ruler, that contains his home
(a castle or manor house) and lands rented
to tenants

monopoly - one person or organisation
having total ownership or control of
something

nobleman - a man who belongs to the
aristocracy

picturesque - (of a place or building)
visually attractive, especially in a quaint
or charming way

>
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Pipe Rolls - the official records of
spending by the sheriffs and castle
constables on the king’s behalf, made at
the Court of Exchequer. The Pipe Rolls were
called this because they were written on
long rolls of parchment, which looked like
pipes when rolled up.

porter - the person responsible for the
main entrance to the castle. They controlled
who entered the gates.

Porter.

prehistory - the period of time before
written records

revolt - when a group of people try to end
the authority of a person or organisation
by rebelling

routeway - a track or a road used as a
route to somewhere

sheriff - an official who represented

the king or queen in a particular county.
His responsibilities included overseeing the
local courts and arranging royal payments.

English
Heritage

survey - checking a building in detail
and assessing its condition

tenants - people who live on land or
in property rented from a landlord

treasury - the secure place where the
king kept a large stock of money and other
valuables and property. The king normally
carried a lot of his money and valuables
around with him, as he moved from

house to house.

15



Key dates

Peveril Castle

@ 1086 - Domesday Book records the
existence of Peveril Castle. William
Peverel | manages the land around
the castle for William the Conqueror.

@ ¢.1100 - Henry | grants William
Peverel | ownership of the land he
has been managing. This creates a
lordship of the Peak.

@ 1135 - During the civil war, William
Peverel Il supports King Stephen
against Empress Matilda. He makes
an enemy of Henry Plantagenet, who
becomes King Henry Il. Henry vows to
take William's lands from him.

@ 1155 - Henry Il takes Peveril Castle from
William Peverel |l. He turns land around
the castle into a royal hunting ground
called the Forest of the Peak.

@ 1157 - Henry Il entertains King
Malcolm V of Scotland at Peveril
Castle. Over the next 20 years he also
spends a lot of money on fortifying
the castle’s defences.

English
Heritage

@ 1196 - Castleton appears in records

for the first time.

1216 - King John gives Peveril Castle
to William Ferrers, Earl of Derby.

1372 - The lordship of the Peak and
Peveril Castle are given to Edward lll’s
son, John of Gaunt. He takes lead and
other materials from Peveril Castle to
repair his other castles.

1561 - Elizabeth | orders a survey of
Peveril Castle which shows it is beyond
repair. Despite this, it is still being used
as a local law court.

1951 - The Peak District National Park
is created. This means Peveril Castle
now stands in a protected landscape.

1984 - Peveril Castle is taken into the
care of English Heritage.

16



Self-led activity

Discovering Domesday

Recommended for
History

Learning objectives

Understand William Peverel's role

as a major Norman landowner in the
Peak District, using Domesday Book
as primary source material.

Investigate how the spellings of place
names have changed over time.

Time to complete
30 minutes

Domesday Book (1086) was a record of
who owned the land in England and what
it was worth.

S
Summary

Students can explore the extent of land that
William Peverel owned in the Peak District, by
investigating the lands listed in Domesday Book
under his name.

William Peverel’s lands

William Peverel was one of William the Conqueror’s loyal
supporters. After he became king, William | (r1066-87)

rewarded William Peverel for his service during the Norman
Conquest by granting him large areas of land. In Domesday Book,
William Peverel is listed as owning or overseeing 162 manors, many
in Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire. William Peverel built castles
to demonstrate his authority as the ruling Norman feudal lord. He
built Peveril Castle as a symbol of his power in the Peak District.

Give students a list of William Peverel’s land holdings as they are
listed in the Domesday Book (see table on page 18). They should
try to find out which modern places the 11th-century place names
refer to. Many are similar, but some will require careful thinking
about how the spelling or pronunciation may have changed.

More learning ideas

Older students can use online access to Domesday Book
through The National Archives to investigate how modern
place names were spelt in the 11th-century. Search for

Domesday Book on The National Archives website. Students
can enter the modern name into the search option, select
the record and look for ‘Domesday Place Name'. They could
then plot a map to create a plan of William Peverel’s land
holdings in 1086.
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Teachers’ notes

Discovering Domesday

The list below has the answers to the student activity.

Top tip for students: Try saying the Domesday place name and the modern place name straight after
each other to help work out the matches.

Domesday place name Modern place name
Habenai Abney

Estune Aston

Bradewelle Bradwell

Chetesuorde Chatsworth

Aidele Edale

Hochelai [Great and Little] Hucklow
Heselebec Hazelbadge

Hope Hope

Litun Litton Nether

Watrefeld Water Farm

Peschers Peak Cavern

Scetune Shatton

Tideswelle Tideswell

To simplify this activity, you could print and cut out the name cards on the following page and ask students
to match them.

This activity could lead into studies about how place names give clues about where people from different
countries settled in England. Students can investigate how most place names in England in the 11th century
were in English, but with large numbers of Danish names in the East Midlands and North-East, and of Celtic-
based names in the South-West and towards Wales. Most place names in Derbyshire are English in origin

- the suffixes ~ton’, -ham’, *-ley’, and ~worth’ are all indicators of an English name. The significant exception
is ‘Derby’ itself, as -by’ is the commonest suffix in place names of Danish origin, found all over Yorkshire and
Lincolnshire, where most Danish people settled in the 9th century (Whitby, Grimsby, Selby, Thornaby).

English
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Peveril Castle

Cut out the Domesday Book nhames below and match
them to the modern place names at the bottom.

r — — — —I ————— I — — — — 1 :0.0......0.0.0.0.0‘0.0.0
. < Top tip: Try saying
I |
Tideswelle | Bradewell | Chetesuorde " the names out loud.
L — — — -- - - - - |— — — — - Sometimes the sounds
. : h
' Habenai | Heselebec | Scetune | : orethesameeven
| | though the spellings
————— |l - — — —| — — — — — ! aredifferent.
I I
I Aidele I Hope I Litun I 00 000000 0O0O0OGEOEOINONOGONONONONOSNOSNOINONOIO
r - - = == - l— - = = 1
| Estune | Hochelai | Watrefeld |
L e — e e — — — — | — — — _— 4
Water Farm Shatton
Bradwell Tideswell
Abney Chatsworth
Edale Aston
Litton Nether Hazelbadge
[Great and Little] H
Hucklow ope
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Self-led activity s2 ﬂ

Why build here?

Recommended for
Geography, History Summary
William Peverel chose where to build
Learning objectives Peveril Castle. In this activity, students
Explore the geographical look for geographical features to support
features of the local area. his choice of site. They consider whether
Consider why Peveril Castle the site is a good choice.
was built in this location.

Time to complete

Looking at the map
20-30 minutes

Use Source 1(map) on page 72, Source 2 (aerial photo) on page 73
and Source 3 (illustration) on page 74 to consider why Peveril
§, ; ; Castle was built in its location. Students can work in pairs or
; \ small groups on this task. You may want to print out copies
of the sources for each group.

First, ask students to locate Peveril Castle on the map. Then ask
them to look at the geographical features on the map and in the
photograph and illustration.

Students can work through the following questions to consider
these features:

What is the terrain like? Are there any natural features that
would help with defence?

Is there a nearby water supply?

Use the larger map on page 72 to do this activity.

Where might you be able to get wood to build a fire on which
you could heat water and food?

Students can give their reasons why they think this is a good site
for a castle (or not). They could refer to the compass, scale and
place names when giving their answers.

Ask students to also consider which materials are needed to build
a castle. They can then use the map to look for sources of these
materials in the local area.

More learning ideas

Use an online map website to look at the local area today.

Ask students to look for materials or resources that might
have been useful when building a castle. Looking at the
map, students could propose their own site for the castle.
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Teachers’ notes

Why build here?

Finding the castle on the map g

Peveril Castle sits just below the centre
of the map, to the left-hand side.

Features that would help with building the castle
Wood

There are clusters of trees in the local area. Students may realise that a lot of wood was needed
to build a castle - not only for roofs but for constructing the scaffolding needed to build high
structures. We know that the castle sat within the Forest of the Peak. Whilst this also included
open fell, it is likely that there were more wooded areas at the time the castle was built. Wood
could also be transported from further away, via a river or on large carts. You could look at a
modern map of the wider local area to see if you can find any other, larger areas of woodland.

Water

The castle is next to Peakshole Water, a tributary of the River Noe. Water was essential for
brewing and cooking, so that the castle’s occupants had food and drink.

Stone

The castle is built on a limestone ridge. There is current evidence of quarrying for rock in nearby
Bradwell, which can be seen on modern online maps.

The ground

The contour lines on the map show that there are hills and steep inclines near the site of the
castle. On one side is Peak Cavern, on another side is Cave Dale. The closer the contour lines are
together, the steeper the land.

Farmland
This would have provided food, in the form of both animals and vegetables.

There were also lead mines in the local area which provided roofing materials.
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Peveril Castle

Match the materials that Peveril Castle is made from.

1 | Draw lines from the name of the material to the part(s) of the castle

made from that material. One is done already as an example.

s

Materials

stone wood metal

glass : u '; fabric ‘w ceramic (clay)
5 | Challenge: Write Properties
the properties of the
material underneath hard rough smooth  transparent
each one.
flexible soft shiny opaque
English strong rigid dull waterproof
Heritage 22




Self-led activity s2 ﬂ

How to build a castle

Recommended for
Design Technology, History Summary
It took several years to build Peveril Castle

Learning objectives using medieval tools and techniques. In this
Investigate some of the tools activity, students will use sources to find
used to build a medieval castle. out about the type of tools and techniques
Understand some of the challenges that were used. They will also consider the
in building a castle. accuracy of the sources.
Evaluate sources.

Time to complete Using sources

15-20 minutes Use Source 5 (page 77) and Source 6 (page 78) for this activity.

Source 5is anillustration from the Maciejowski Bible, created in
& Paris, France in the 1240s. Source 6 shows parts of the Bayeux
’ Tapestry, created between 1067 and 1069. Both sources show
some of the tools and techniques used to make medieval castles.
Ask students to look carefully at the sources. They should consider:
3 e _
. ‘ ” = + Whatis happening in them?

=ia + Whether they can identify any of the tools used?

If there are any similarities with tools that are used today?

| LM

A L ‘ Ask students to think about what they know about building
1 ‘ materials. They can hypothesise which tools were used to build
-— =3 different parts of the castle.

m ol v ‘ Finally, ask students to consider the sources. They should think
& ["J "é’- about their usefulness in telling us about medieval building
— B G techniques and whether their accuracy could be checked.

More learning ideas

Ask students to research medieval building tools online.

An illustration of a medieval tower being built.

Identify any tools that we still use today. Research Guédelon
Castle in France — a new castle being constructed solely
using medieval design, materials and techniques.
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Teachers’ notes

How to build a castle

Things to note from the sources:

Students should consider whether they think two sources are enough to make an informed conclusion
about building techniques. They could consider where else they might look for information about
medieval building techniques, to help them support their conclusions.

The ladders in both sources look like they are in the wrong place. Medieval drawings often lack depth or
perspective. Students might use this as a measure of the accuracy of the drawings.

There are things the sources don't tell us. For example, there is evidence that there were female builders
in the medieval period but there are none depicted in these sources.

Students could contrast modern and medieval building sites. They could compare the type of tools used
and the Health and Safety measures in place.

Main jobs on a medieval building site:
The words in bold correspond to the building tool illustrations in the student activity.

Stone-layer - constructed walls and other features made from stone. Stone-layers used a trowel to add
mortar between stones to hold them in place, a plumbline to check vertical alignment of walls, a level to
check horizontal alignment and various carriers for the mortar. In Source 5 there is a stone-layer at the
top of the tower.

Stonemason - created blocks and sculptural parts of the building from stone. They used hammers, picks
and axes to carve rough or large pieces of rock, and a hammer or mallet and chisel for precise shaping
and carving. In Source 5 there is a stonemason using a chisel and mallet to carve a piece of stone.

There were two types of masonry used to build Peveril Castle: rubble masonry - the roughly dressed
stone used to build the curtain walls, and ashlar masonry - precisely cut stone that fits together very
neatly. The keep at Peveril was built of rubble masonry but faced with ashlar masonry. Some of the finely
cut ashlar masonry remains, but much has been stolen, leaving the rough rubble masonry revealed.

Carpenter - created parts of the castle from wood. They used axes and saws to cut the wood, and
planes to smooth and shape it. Chisels were used to make joints, so that pieces could be fitted together
to make frames for buildings, floors and roofs. They also raised the scaffolding. In Source 6, there are
people cutting trees with axes. In Source 5, there is a carpenter using a chisel to cut into an angled piece
of wood.

General labourer - dug foundations and ensured materials were delivered to the right parts of the site.
In Source 5, there are labourers carrying bricks and mortar up a ladder, and one labourer in a treadwheel
raising a basket of stone to the top of the tower. In Source 6, there is someone on a ladder placing a
weathervane at the top of a building, and a number of workers digging with spades and picks. A couple
of them seem to have got distracted and are using the spades as weapons!
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Peveril Castle

Discuss which tools you think were used to build the castle.
Identify who used them and which parts of the castle they were used to build.

treadwheel

wheelbarrow

/i

00 0 000 0000000000000 00000000000000 0000000

Challenge:

ke

Peveril Castle does not have a
well to get water from. People at

the castle would have needed water
hammer and chisel

every day for washing, cooking and

brewing ale. Think about how water may
have been brought into Peveril Castle.
Design a system to bring the water in,

=

using medieval materials and tools.

00 00 0000000000000 0C0OCCOCOROEOEONOIONONONOITODO
000000 000000000000 000000C0OCOCOCOEOGITSTO OV

00 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000

English plumbline trowel and mortar
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Self-led activity s2 ﬂ

Medieval mapping

N
\ %
/N
s

Recommended for
Geography, History Summary
The settlement of Castleton was a medieval
Learning objectives ‘new town’ - a planned development which
Identify some geographical features was established between 1100 and 1200
of the medieval town of Castleton. (after Peveril Castle was built). In this activity,
Understand what a medieval new students will use a simple map of the area at
town was and how it was planned. the time to discover some of the features of a
) medieval town.
Time to complete

Approx. 20 minutes
Using the map

You may choose to do this as a whole class activity on a digital
whiteboard, using the student activity sheet.

Ensure that students understand that this map is an illustration
of what the area around Peveril Castle looked like around the year
1200, not a map showing the area now.

Explain that Castleton was a planned settlement, established as a
result of the castle being built. To start, students could first locate
Peveril Castle, which is labelled on the map. Students could think
about what might need to be considered or included when building
a new town. Then they could locate where the town is on the map.

Students could then find the medieval town features listed on
the student activity sheet. There is a path which links the castle
to the settlement of Castleton, so you could also ask them to find
something on the map which shows the link between the castle
and the town.

A map showing the area surrounding Peveril Castle
around the year 1200.

Students might consider which additional features they would
expect to see if this was a modern map. They could compile a list
of features and rank them in order of most to least important.

There is further information about the features of the medieval
town in the Teachers’ notes for this activity, including a map with
the features labelled.

More learning ideas

During your visit to Peveril Castle, complete the ‘Mapping
the landscape’ activity. This will extend students’ learning
by allowing them to see how the map includes features that

can still be seen in the landscape today.

Use the post-visit activity for students to plan their own
medieval town.

English
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Teachers’ notes

Medieval mapping

The medieval town features on the map

The houses on burgage plots

Originally, each house had a

long plot, like a long back garden,
behind it. Over time, some of the
back gardens have become joined
together. People used their plots
| tokeep pigs and chickens and grow
T food, so they were an essential
part of urban orvillage life. The
long burgage plots, extending

The church

A
N
|
The church was important 5

in medieval life, hence its
position at the centre.

e R W

The houses without

burgage plots &
back from the street, are how we gage p I'“
tell that a street was part of an If squatters put up shacks

or houses there and no one P

~— original medieval town.
threw them off, eventually

they got a customary kind

of property right known as

a ‘copyhold’. This eventually
turned into a freehold. Gaining
a right to occupy, by occupying
a space without being legally
challenged for a certain
number of years, is still part

of English property law.

Other features that town planners may have considered:

The landscape - whether there was a flat area to build. Students may look at
the contour lines on the map to provide evidence of this.

Access to water - there is a tributary of the River Noe, Peakshole Water, nearby.

Access to building materials — there is evidence of woodland and limestone
(the lighter coloured area on the map).
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Peveril Castle

Castleton was a medieval planned town or ‘new town'. Planned towns were
based on a grid, often with a church at the centre. The map below shows
how the settlement looked during the 1200s.

Find the following features of the planned town on the map:

The church, with its churchyard and (probably) a green.
Clue: Look for the building in the shape of a cross.

The houses on three sides of the church (north, east and west), with long,
enclosed pieces of land behind them. These are called burgage plots.
Clue: use the north pointer to help you.

The houses on small plots to the south of the church.
Clue: use the north pointer to help you.

Challenge: Think of some other features medieval town planners Q
may have considered when deciding where to put a town. Q
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Self-led activity

Castle Careers Fair

Recommended for
History

Learning objectives

Understand some of the jobs done
by people in a medieval castle.

Investigate the hierarchy of
medieval jobs.

Time to complete
15-20 minutes

A medieval gong scourer. Their job was to clear
the waste from the latrines (toilets).

QS

Summary

A medieval castle was a very busy place
when the lord was in residence.

This activity helps students discover some
of the jobs done by the people living at
Peveril Castle.

Medieval careers

There are 10 job cards. Split your class into small groups and give
each group one of the job cards. Ask them to read the information
onthe card and look at the illustration of the person doing the job.

You can either rotate the cards around all the groups, so that
everyone looks at all the jobs, or ask each group to feed back the
main information about that one job, as if they were running a
stand at a Careers Fair.

After this, ask the class to vote on which job they would like to
do and to give their reasons.

Explain that there was a strict hierarchy within the castle.
You could ask the students to get themselves into the orderin
which they think their jobs came in the hierarchy.

More learning ideas

Look at the site plan on page 5 and decide where you think
the different jobs were most likely to be based at the castle.

You could do this activity when you visit Peveril Castle. If you
decide to do this, there is a set of job cards which can be
collected from the Visitor Centre.
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Teachers’ notes

Castle Careers

Fair

The hierarchy of medieval jobs in a castle

The diagram below shows the staffing of a large medieval castle (Richmond Castle). Each castle was

slightly different in the way its staffing was organised, depend

ing on the wealth of the owner.

Lordand lady,  wards
family ii
1
T T [ ' 1
] Mlarslhal ficonstaie ¥ Chamberlain fTreasurer fisteward
T i
| s it f Cofferercash
castle guard, number |—| | T T
Cletr:;;::]nar #Ep;n%&iriolirwar e . f surveyor ficontraller sy clerkor
Knight marshal Ll i cler i;inuﬁi kitchen woodyard
[ab;sianmafm/es} Seuer Cupbsareri
i Lard's/Lady’s jj Clerkotforeien #j Clerk caterer (meatcane)
Horse keeper ‘expenses (expenditure) controller inspects faad
porter/ Men at Arms
watchman castle guard, numeer
i dependent on war Clerkofspicery  Clerkof i
phidd didii iy SO i 1
i'i'““i “uinﬂ i | Poulterer Slaughterer Butcher(s) Brewer
ihibd i i ook Cellarers L] it ¥
| §f terderer  Butler Ppantlers Bakers
i L1 1]
Grooms Ushersof the i‘ir%amisgirﬁ Undercooks  Servantsof
Jorc2dhorses chamber i chamber
Ty =
& el L ttititit it
&
2 ihidiidi
| oo |
& > e orenata e e G
e Chamberservants chamberservarts. Sallon i & Pk
knights (male) (female) tosis Lo, roasting spit
i pithi it P 3

Based on the above hierarchy, the order in which the jobs from the job cards should be is:

Lady Peverel - at the head of the castle, alongside the lord.

Steward - in charge of all the domestic staff in the castle.

Chaplain - religion was very important, so this was a high-status role.

Cook - a role which oversees a large number of staff.

Porter — a role with a large amount of responsibility for castle security.

Butler - drinks were important, but this role did not have as mu
Falconer’s assistant — an important role for hunting but supervi

Laundress - often this person lived outside the castle but went

Minstrel - not every castle would employ entertainers: sometimes they travelled around, visiting

castles and asking for work.

ch responsibility as the cook.
sed by higher status staff.

there to work.

Gong scourer - the lowest status position, but still an important job.

English
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Does business with castle

and living outside it

i warrener{rabbits)

i 1anitor (ward of castie in fords absence)
i vintner(wine)

i Bearward (pearbating)

i oundress

Fiil Lounderer(s)

iMaStEanrEstEr

filif Foresterts)

§ cotiier (charcod, seacoal

i keeper ofhounds and haiwks (hunting)
i Carpenter

i Mason

iﬂii Entertainer(s)

i carrier of eartswrits to Scotland

i willer

|i. Shepherd

iiﬁ Dairiers

i Master ofthe Eari's orchard

bbb
fiiiod fef i rormers. fishers
g b dd

Back to Contents

30


http://english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/peveril-castle/school-visits

obe} v
ys!|bu3

"}1d 8y3 03Ul US|}
poy 10yl buiyrAuo desy 01186 pip noA1ng - 3 :9BDAA

piomals tAq pasiatadng

"Julod AJjus up SP SaulIP| By}
Buisn 89 Abw OYM SI3DDIID J04 1IN0 00| — dUD|IBIA -
‘S||lows Bu0J1S PUDISYIIM 01 AJljiIgp Uy -
‘yibusns -
:papaau s|INS
'900dS pPaulJuod b Ul JIOAN -

‘(ss@o0ud

Buppw-1aypa| 8Y3 Ul 11 8sn upd Asy3l) Jauuny

0 03 31 91 40 3 Aing 3ybBiw NOA — 8op|d 8|gPIINS
D 01 MOLIDG[BYM JO 12XSPQ D Ul 81SPM By jp] -

‘9J0W JOJ WOO0I S| 848y}
0S 91SPM a3 bulnowal 11d 19(103 8Y3 1IN0 IDBD -

:uondiasap qor

12Jn02Ss buoon

191n02s BuUon 1ID4 S1934DY) 3[3SP)




obe} v
ys!|bu3

33 :9BDAA
piomals :Aq pasiatadng
‘BulysoM-puny pup BuiyuLup 104 181DM SapIA0Ld — JB1om] -

‘AjJusAd PaX00D S| 31 8iNSUS 0}
al1} 0 JaA0 padn|d 31ds D UO 1DBW ay3 suiny - [lib/Aog-yds -

"(s)sp3 uonnupdaid pooys dIspg InNo Alpd) suolnds -

‘(A43|3nd pup

SY30|29|qp3 SebnuUDW OS|D SIUDAISS J04 SINO ‘AS|IDg WO

appW S8ADO| ybnoda 03 81gn3 S,ApP| 8Y3 J0J SOADO| I0BYM
s i3 , 9}IYM Bul} WOoU4 19)0Q 8yl W4} ppaiqg s1ab) Jsjpund -

‘(sanddns 10w seboupw pup dn synd) Jaiopin] -
:9]doad Huimo|jo} ay3 asiaiadng

"A|pNo| SUOIIdNIISUl INOYS 03 BIqY -
Juswabpupw swi poon .

‘sad|daJ pup sjusipalbul Jo abpsjmouy -
:Papa3u S|INIS

'9|doad gQg 01 dn 01 Abp D S|PaW 7 pPad4

:uondiasap qor
500D

00> 1ID4 S1934DY) 3[3SP)




obej v
ysi|bu3

"9]3SPJ 8y} JodU JO
UIYIM aiow UaAIb uaaq aAapy Abw pup Apnaup Ayiadoud
UMO INOA poy NOA 10U UDY) USLJ0 BIoW - 333 :DBDAA

"(App] Jo pJo]) B)3SPI BY3 4o sisumo ay] :Aq pasiaiadng

"9]3S02 BY3 Ul SJqUUBW J401S JI9YI0 YL ||
:9]doad buimoj|os ay3 asia1adng
‘Ayriomasniy -

"S||I)S BuUNOd JUd|PIX] -

:Papa1u S|INIS

"14N0d |PAOI DY)
10 SD Yons ‘p|aiio Jaylung pioj JnoA yussaidad AjjpuoispddQ -

*$910159 ay3 uo 9on|d
$3X01 YdIYM 1IN0D |DI0| Y1 89SISA0 0] PaySD 8¢ ADW NOA -

‘popasu sp
wiay3 91nquiasip 1o ||9S 'suJng pup Swp s,p4o| 8yl ul wayl
9J01S pup S|PWIUD JO POO4 ‘sdoud ‘Asuow ul aq Iybiw ydiym
‘(syuswAnd |p1uBl) SBNP 129]|0D) "SOIDISS S,PJ0| Byl dbpuby -

igol 112yl Bulop sI 9]3S02 8Y3 Ul 85|2 SUOAIDAS 2INS DN -

:uondiasap qor

~.§‘SEE§% 3- c;wym

PIDM31S 1ID4 S1934DY) 3[3SP)




obej v
ysi|bu3

|243SUIN

33-3:96pM

‘(JnoiApyaq poob

o} 9|qisuodsal) [oysiow 3ybiuy Jo piomais :Aq pasiaiadng
"(12359f)

ybnp| ajdoad axpw 01 9|qD PUD PAIUM-DIND BQ SBwLWos -

'sAp|d pup swaod wJioiad
‘llem BUIs — (S]199 pub swnJp) syuswniisul uoissndiad
JO (U1]OIA) 3]I91A “(P0QO0 UD 31]) WAMDYS “I19pJodal ‘(1n3nb
0 3Y1|) ®IN| Y31 8q Abwi SIY3 - Juswiniisul uo Anjd oy AljIqy -

‘Pap33U S|INS

"PaUIN]ISIUS
s1saNnb JI9Y3 PUD 8]3SPD 8Y3 JO ApD| pup pJoj syl dasy -

:uondiasap qor

|243SUIN

1ID4 S1934DY) 3[3SP)




obej v
ysi|bu3

33 :96DAA
lauod|n4 :Aq pasiaiadng
"Saw} || 30 Juswdinba 1284102 Y3 SADY
NOA ains ) pw 01 PaauU ||IM NOA - S||I)s uonpsiupbiy -
‘sanbiuydal BuluipJl plig 4O abpajmouy -
‘BUIUIDIY 4,N0A PJIg Y1 Y3m puog b dojaasp 03 Aljiqy -

"SSOUWI|DD PUD BdUBNDH -
:popa3dU S|IDIS

'SU0|P] pJiq dupys wod pupy JnoA 3139104d 01 s8A0|6

JaYy1na| 321y3 ‘buluingl 104 8Sn 03 saJn| ‘(03uo pjoy 03 pJiq

93 01 paydn11p sdnJiis) sassal ‘uoirdnaisip Juanaid 01 piiq
93 JoJ spooy - 3usawdinbs 1081100 8yl 8ADY NOA ains 0|\ -

"SPUDWWOD 0} puodsal 03 spJig sy uibn diey -
"191p 1281100 91 pPa) 240 SpJIg 8y} ainsug -

"913SPd Y3 4O
pJo| @Yy 01 buibuojaq spJiq buinuny ayl 4834o 007 -

:uondiasap qor

JUDJSISSD S,19U0|D4

JUDASISSD S,19U0d|D4 1ID4 S1934P7) 3|3Sh)




obe} v
ys!|bu3

3 :abDM\

a|qoisuo) :Aq pasiaiadng

"2BPLIGMDIP PUD SI|IN30d Y3 341 03 - Y3busNS -

"SJOISIA
paslioyinoun abua||oyd 01 — AJISADIC PUD SJUBPIJUOD) -

'noA 1snd s3186 Bulyiou ainsus 01 — dUD|IBIA -
:POpP33U S|IDIS

"1084Y1 D JO BSDD Ul WID|D BY1 dSIny -

"9]3SDD BY31 SpISul SI0YSIA 110DST -

‘'spoob buiwodoulydadsu| -

"2bplIgMBDIP PUD SijjNd3iod Byl @yptadp -

‘(s)210b aj3snd
93 10 3]3S02 8Y3 JO INO PUD U] SSWOD OYM |0J3Uu0) -

:uondiasap qor

10}1UD(/19310d

1031UDn[/49340d 1ID4 S4934D7) 9J3Sh)




abe3jlIoH ﬂ

"UMO NOA SpUD| Y3 WOl dwodul - 333 :aBPAN

"SIUDAS |DIDOS 01 Way}
BulAundwodoD pup “41pY JIBY3 Bulbup.Ib ‘SBssalIsIW
J19y3 Buissaup 104 a|qisuodsal aip Aay] “si23ybnpp pup
BJIM S,pJ0O] 8Y3 Bulpn|dul ‘UBWIOMB|COU JO Spaau Byl
03] PUS11ID OYM SIUDAISS 3|PWSS — BUIIIDM-UI-SBIPDT]

‘PIOMBIS
:9]doad Buimo||o} ay3 asiaiadng
‘(y71-/ ©60) sebod BunoA a1pdnpa 03 ‘s||INS Buiysna|
"9]1S02 83 Ul BUOAIBAS JO $8]0J Y3 JO 86pajMouUy
"S||JS |[pUOoIPSIUDBIO
"Juswabnubw }abpng
:PapadU S|IDIS

POYD03S |[9M 1day a4p saljddns ains bupjpw
pup 9|3SP2 aY3 JO Juswaboubw Ajipp 0 8bioYd U|

:uondiisap qor

(]9241onad AppT)
JOUD|A 2Y3 Jo ApDpT

Joun @Y3 4o AppT 1ID4 S1934P7) 3|3Sh)




obej v
ysi|bu3

J91ang

33 :aBDM\

"USJpP|IYd PUD S3NPD Y30g 04 asn AjIDp 104 9ppW SOM

‘3|0 ||PWS, SO UMOUY 193 JPSAA "3 Ul SWSIUDHIO 21d0IS0IdIW
S[|1> Buimalq JO ss8204d By Ul 03 840S SOM 11 JI MOU3 JOU
PIP PUD J910M JI9Yy3 BuIISal pub Buldl|l} JO SUDBW OU PPy
u93140 Ay3 Sp ‘J93Q W 03 PPY SBIIUNWWOI PUp Spjoyasnoy
|DASIPBW SO/ "9 PUD 1837 8Y3 S8J03S PUD S DW — JaMalg

:9]doad buimoj|os ay3 asia1adng

"SYULIP DAJSS 01 SIS AJljpadsoH -

"}201S Ul SYULIp
yBnous aApY NOA aiNsua 01 JUBWSBOUDW 82IN0SSY -

‘'syuaipalbul Jivyl
PUD SYULIP JUBIDLIIP 82IN0S 01 8JI9YM JO abpajmouy -

PapP313U S|INS

*ADPO1 8]0 UDY] J1JOYOI|D SSB| YdNW SDM 1| "3|0 JunJp ‘4lood
10 Yol Jayraym ‘ajdoad ||y "S|paw BULINp 9|0 pUD SUIM BAIBS -

"'SOUIM JO 3201S po0ob b daay pup (S)ulip 01 ppw 03 Asuoy so
[|oM SD 3da SI 8|0 PUD BUIM 33 8JayM) A11ing syl aasian) -

"3|3S02 83 Ul SUOAISAD 10) SYULIp BpIAOId -

:uondiasap qor

J91ang

1ID4 S1934DY) 3[3SP)




obej v
ysi|bu3

33 :aBDAN

"'S9Y30|0 pajupmun AUD pup SI9A01JD| JBuuIp
Alaonoinupd Jood ay3y 03 swio AjIDp 3N0 SOAIB - JBUow|y -

'SJ01ISIA 19246 01 djay
pup yJomiadnd asiupnbuo ‘Si1911o| 140Ip AByl - sy8) -

:9]doad buimo||oJ 9y3 asia1adng

‘pJo] JNOA Yyum Ajpuanbauy |aAniy 03 Ay -

"Yyoual4 pun
U3 ‘ysi|bug us1HIM pup UNOdS JO |[oAS| poOB Y -

's|Is Buiyons) -
:popa1dU S|IDIS
"39[1SD2 BY3 JO UBJP|IYd 9|qou 8y 810onpg -

"JUSS PUD UM 3D PIO|
S,9[1SP2 9Y31 10J S19119] [puUosIad pup ssauisng ainsug -

"AjlLIDS SIY pUD PJO| BY3 104 SBIIAIDS Snolbljal Ajlop Janlleq -

:uondiasap qor

uipjdnyd

uiojdnyd 1ID4 S1934DY) 3J3SP)




obej v
ysi|bu3

ssaJpunn-

3 :9BDAN
'SOY10[D 9Y3 ysom 01 djpy Aayi - siaiepunn -
:9]doad Buimo||o} ay3 asiaiadng

"(9spnaib uoboMm 10Y)
AD|D> pup (3DBMS 104) SBYSD ‘(341p 104) |0A BB Buisn

SD YdNs ‘Spoylsw |DAOWSI UID1S JO 86pa|MOouUy pooD -
‘Bulyspm JoJ pasn ybnoual ayy 03

1910M JO S393dNq o6.4p| AJind pupb 141 03 8|gp — Ybuansg -

‘PapP33U S|INS

110y S,|219n9d APDT YSDM 01 PaysSD 9 Sawinawos Abw oy -

"UDI3|D BID
SU10|29|C0) PUD S|9MO0) ‘S193YS ‘SaY30)d |0 1Dyl 8Jnsug -

:uondiasap qor

SS2Jpunp

1ID4 S1934DY) 3[3SP)




At the
castle

.
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Heritage

Activities for students to
do at Peveril Castle to help
them get the most out of

their learning.

english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/peveril-castle/school-visits

Back to Contents

Y


http://english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/peveril-castle/school-visits

Explore Peveril Castle

Top things to see

Find these places and complete each challenge. Teachers can
guide their groups, reading the information before students
complete the challenges. Or, students may like to lead their
own learning in small groups with support.

Castle model

This model shows Peveril Castle as

it looked around the year 1300. Look
for these defensive features: gates,
towers, crenellations, small windows,
curtain wall, natural defences.

Are there any more?

Whereisit?

Outside the Did you L .

Visitor Centre find it? A model of Peveril Castle as it looked around the year 1300.
Did you know? ? Challenge time! 2,

Henry Il added significant
defences to Peveril Castle. He used
the castle as a base to monitor
whether local barons were
overstepping their authority.

Imagine you are an attacking army
- decide your best option for getting
into the castle.

Hint - if you have to climb up it gives the
defenders more time to stop you.

00 00000 00OCOFOOOGOONOGOONOEONONONONEOIODO
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East gate

This was the back entrance to the castle from the
town. It was only used by pedestrians as the hill was
too steep for wheeled vehicles. It was probably built
by either King Henry Il or King John.

Whereis it?

At the top of the Did you

path to the castle find it?
Did you know? ?

When the gate was built, it was more
than 7 metres wide.

Challenge time! Qﬁ

Step into the inner bailey then try to
measure out 7 metres to see how wide
the gate was. Hint - a large step is around
1 metre.

3

View of Castleton

The far-reaching views were not just nice to have;
they were also good for defence. Attackers would
be seen from far away, giving the occupants time
to prepare their defence.

Whereis it? Did you
North curtain wall find it?
Did you know? ?

Castleton was a medieval ‘new town'.

Its streets were laid out in a planned grid
surrounded by a bank and ditch. You can
still see some of the bank.

English
Heritage

The remains of the east gate, the entrance
used by people entering the castle from
the town.

The view from the north curtain wall of
Peveril Castle.

Challenge time! Qﬁ

Find Mam Tor in the

distance - this was the site of the
earliest settlement in the area, an
Iron Age hillfort. Hint - Mam Tor is
a hill that looks as if it has had
rock carved out of it.



4

Keep

In times of peace, the keep was a largely
ceremonial space. The large room on the first floor
is where local law courts were held and where the
lord carried out business. The basement was largely
used for storage. During war or a siege, the keep

played a more defensive role.

Whereisit? Did you The keep was used by the owners of the
castle for carrying out business and storage.

Inner bailey find it?

Challenge timel

Did you know? ?

&

At less than 12 metres It's likely that £184 was spent on building
the keep. At this time, there were 240 pence in

a pound. How much did the keep cost in pence?

square, this keep is smaller
than those Henry Il built at

other castles. ) o
Hint - use partitioning to help you calculate.

5

West gate

There was originally a stone gateway here, which
led to a bridge over the gorge. There is no surviving
evidence of the west gate. You may be able to see
some of the masonry that held the bridge in place,
although it is sometimes covered in plants.

Where is it? Did you Ao |

West curtain wall find it? The west gate was in this area. A bridge led
from the west gate to an outer bailey on
the other side of the gorge.

Challenge time! Qﬂ

Imagine approaching Peveril Castle across

Did you know?  ?

o
This was the main

entrance to the castle.

Across the bridge was a
smaller, outer bailey which
may have contained buildings.

the bridge to the west gate. Think of three words
for how you might feel.

Hint - the keep would tower above you and there
would be guards at the gate.

English Ceeeeeecceaseessecseaceseseaseseneeaneeenasssas e
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6 | Herringbone masonry

This is a common early Norman type of

masonry, so any walls with this pattern were

likely constructed by William Peverel or his
son. Herringbone is a pattern of bricks in
rows of parallel lines (one row slanting to

the left, the next row slanting to the right).

Whereisit? Did you
West curtain wall find it?
Did you know? ?

[ )
The patternis called
herringbone because it looks
like the bones of a fish.

7

West range

These rooms along the west curtain

wall were the private apartments of the
castle’s owners. The levelled platforms
are where different rooms once stood. It
must have taken a long time to construct
the platforms using medieval tools.

Whereis it? Did you
West curtain wall find it?
Did you know? ?

[ ]
Medieval workers created the

platforms to provide a stable
base for building on.

English
Heritage

Herringbone masonry was common in castles built
by the Normans.

0.

Challenge timel

Look around the castle to see
what other patterns you can find.

Hint - there are patterns in some
of the other brickwork.

The west range buildings once stood on these
levelled earth platforms.

Challenge timel

Estimate the height of each
platform.

Hint - use something (or someone) you
know the height of to help you.

2

45



8

Garderobe/latrine
Having an indoor garderobe (toilet) was a
sign of wealth and status. This one emptied Did you know? ?
directly into the gorge below. There may have been a recess in
Where is it? Did you the garderobe for holding moss — an
West range find it? early form of toilet roll!

00 0 0000000000000 00000000 0000000000000 00

Challenge time! Qﬁ

Walk around the outside of the

castle from the village (towards Peak
Cavern) to see if you can find where the
latrine empties out.

Hint - look up as you spot the keep.

00 00000000000 0000000000000 000000000000 0

The latrine (toilet) emptied straight out into the
gorge below.

9 | New hall and kitchen

In a letter of 1251, Henry lll mentions the

‘old hall” at Peveril Castle, which means this
new hall was probably built by this time. The
kitchen was next to the hall, to ensure that
food was hot when it was served.

Where is it? Did you T
North curtain wall find it? The fireplace in the new hall.
Did you know? ? Challenge time! 2,
[}

This is where the resident
servants ate their meals.

Find the end of the hall where the
most important guests sat.

Hint - a good host keeps their

important guests warm.

EninSh ......‘...l........-..‘...l...........‘:
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Explore Peveril Castle

Top things to see

See if you can find all these things. Tick each one off as you find it.

o

1. Castle model 2. East gate 3. View of
Castleton

5',

6. Herringbone
masonry

9. New hall
and kitchens

English
Heritage
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Peveril Castle

Key

1 | Castle model

2 | Eastgate

3 | View of Castleton

English
Heritage

Keep

West gate

West range

Herringbone
masonry

Garderobe

New hall and
kitchen

48



Self-led activity s2 ﬂ

Castle careers trail
it

Recommended for
History Summary
Peveril Castle employed a large number of staff
Learning objectives in various job roles. This activity is linked to the
Know some of the job roles in pre-visit Castle Careers Fair activity, although
a medieval castle. students don't need to have done this activity in
Identify the parts of the castle advance. Through investigating where different
where some medieval jobs jobs would have been carried out in the castle,
were carried out. students will gain an overview of how the castle
Time to complete functioned as a workplace.

Up to 60 minutes

Exploring a medieval workplace

You will need a set of Careers Cards - these can be collected from
the Visitor Centre.

1. Putstudentsinto small groups and give each group a Castle
Careers card. There are 10 cards, each showing a different job
at the castle.

2. Askeach group to read their card.

3. The groups could present their information to the whole group
at this point, or you can reveal each job when you reach the
correct area of the castle.

4. Tourthe castle, using the map on page 50 to ensure you visit
each ofthe 10 job areas.

5. Ateach areq, ask students whether they think their person
might have worked there. Reveal the answers on page 51. The
keep has two jobs based there and the porter has two areas.

Please return the Careers Cards to the Visitor Centre when you

The steward had one of the key roles in a medieval have Completed the activity

castle and was responsible for ensuring other
members of castle staff did their jobs. For a simpler version of this activity, (or if students have already
identified places people worked in the castle as a pre-visit activity)
students can use the trail map on page 52 to tour the different

areas of the castle.

More learning ideas

‘Freeze frame' the jobs being carried out in the 10 areas.

Take pictures. Use these to create a Careers Map of the
castle at school.

English
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Teachers’ notes

Castle careers trail

Map

Turret ?
10b - New hall ¥

Bailey
/ Latrine chute

M 1a
East gat

o

o©

®

=

(AN U [ S

» 4 |

<

o

=

=

9]

o

=

0

©

-
N
Site of west gate

\ e
\

Old hall

Outer bailey
“—

|5 metres

0 |5 yards
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The answers are:

1a / 1b East gate and west gate
Porter

The porter worked at both these gates, checking who
was coming and going, locking and unlocking the
heavy wooden doors. The west gate was the main
entrance during the castle’s occupation and a bridge
provided access to it from across the gorge.

2 Kitchen
Cook

The cook prepared meals for the occupants of the
castle. The kitchen was a hot and busy place, full

of workers. It was near the hall to ensure food was
served hot. There is no archaeological evidence left of
the ovens or fireplaces used to cook food.

3 Hall
Minstrel

The hall was the heart of the castle’s social space.
The castle’s owners hosted important guests here.
The minstrel’s job was to entertain them. For feasts,
the hall was full of tables and benches. The fireplace
provided warmth and the most important people sat
at this end.

4 \West range
Lady Peverel

The castle owner’s private apartments were here.
Their position near the ‘high end’ of the hall meant
they could easily access their apartments after dinner.
Lady Peverel spent her leisure time here, perhaps
reading and sewing or planning charitable work.

5 Latrine (toilet)
Gong scourer

The location of this latrine indicates that it was for
the use of the owner’s family. There is another latrine
in the keep. Other residents used chamber pots. All
human waste was emptied into the gorge below.

A gong scourer cleared the waste regularly.

6 Keep (first floor)
Steward

This tower contained a chamber on the first floor,
which was possibly used by the castle’s owners for
conducting business, or by the steward in the owners’
absence. Local courts were held in this building until
around 1600.

7 Keep (basement)
Butler

This was a storage area and some of the drinks for
the castle were possibly stored here. Ale and beer did
not keep for long, so there may have been a brewery
at the castle, or it could have been delivered from
Castleton regularly.

8 Bailey
Falconer’s assistant

Falcons were expensive to buy and were keptin

a building called a mews. Archaeological evidence
does not prove the mews' location, butitis likely
that it would have been somewhere in the inner
bailey. Falcons were used for hunting in the
Forest of the Peak.

9 Chapel

Chaplain

The chapel was used daily by the chaplain to

conduct religious services for the castle’s occupants.
A document from 1246 noted that the contents of the

chapel were a silver chalice, a set of vestments (robes),
books and other ornaments.

English
Heritage

english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/peveril-castle/school-visits

10a / 10b River. Seen from gate on west wall
Laundress

There is no source of water within the inner bailey of
the castle, such as a well. There may have been a well
in the outer bailey across the gorge, but it is more likely
that the laundress would have used the local river to
wash items.
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Self-led activity s2 ﬂ

Discover defence

Recommended for
History Summary
Peveril Castle’s position was chosen for
Learning objectives defence. Students will be given the role of
Identify Peveril Castle’s defensive either attacker or defender of the castle and
features. will need to plan their strategy.
Understand how castle structures

and defensive features were

designed to combat medieval Defence features

siege weaponry. Before you get to the main site, stop and look at the castle model

outside the Visitor Centre. Students can consider the landscape
features that contribute to Peveril Castle’s defensive position.
Split into two groups: attackers and defenders. The students
should explore the site, looking for and examining the remains
of key defensive features.

Time to complete
15-30 minutes

Features you might like to focus on:
curtain wall
east gate

west gate (bridge over the gorge)

keep (including windows, high doorway which would have had
a wooden staircase and the lookout platform on the roof)

A model of Peveril Castle in 1300.

turret
thick walls.

The students could label each defensive feature on the site plan,
illustrating or making notes about how they would either reinforce
or try to overcome them. If they are the attacking group, they will
need to think about how they would break through the defences.
If they are the defending group, they should think about how to
maintain their hold. Use the Attackers vs. Defenders table on

page 55 to help students plan their strategies.

Pre-visit learning ideas

Before the visit, investigate medieval siege weapons,
such as siege towers, battering rams, mangonels and
trebuchets. Alternatively, you could focus on simpler tactics,

such as cavalry, foot soldiers and archers. It would also be
helpful to look at generic medieval castle features, so the
students have an idea of what to identify when they
explore the castle.

English
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Peveril Castle

Discover defence

Peveril Castle was high up away from food
supplies and a water source. The keep did
not have a well. If the attackers managed
to force the castle garrison to retreat to the
keep, they would have no water supply. This
would have helped force them to surrender
if they were put under siege.

Peveril Castle is in a position that is very
difficult to access. The ways into the castle
were up the hill to the east gate, where
attackers would easily be seen by the
watchmen in the turret, or by crossing the
bridge over the gorge. If the defenders burnt
the bridge in time, they would have been safe.

Trebuchet - could throw
projectiles high, with a
range of 40m.

Mangonel - could hurl 25kg projectiles for
200m but needed to be on level ground.

Siege tower - a platform was lowered onto
the castle wall from the top of the tower to
allow soldiers to access the wall-walk.

Mining equipment - miners dug beneath
the castle walls and propped up the
channels with wooden supports - then set
fire to the supports so that the tunnel and
earth foundation beneath the castle wall
would collapse.

Battering ram - a large wooden log, hauled
by chains to break down castle doors.

Bows and arrows; axes; swords; spears.

Curtain wall - the stone walls around the
grounds that enclosed the castle were thick
and very strong. Most had a wall-walk on
top for soldiers to patrol and aim missiles
from. The soldiers were protected by
crenellations.

Position - the site of Peveril Castle is
relatively inaccessible, as it is surrounded on
three sides by steep gorge faces. It had very
good views of approaching armies.

Gates - the only entrances

into the castle were gates with
heavy wooden doors that were
under armed guard.

Keep - the tall tower had the best views
of approaching enemies and a platform
on its roof for soldiers to aim projectiles
at attackers approaching the west gate
over the gorge.

Turret - the turret in the north curtain wall
provided a protected platform for armed
guards to defend the east gate.

English
Heritage
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Bookable self-led resource I . m

Sensory trail

Recommended for
History, PSHE

Learning objectives

Explore key areas of the castle and
identify what they were used for.

Develop sensory observation skills.

Time to complete
Approx. 30 minutes

A picture of how the Great Hall at Peveril Castle may
have looked. By Peter Urmston (2007).

Summary

Please print the Teachers’ notes and map (on
pages 57-59) to help students explore six key
parts of the castle through sensory activities.

As you explore the castle, use the questions and
suggestions in the Teachers’ notes (pages 57-58)
to help connect the different parts of the castle
to what they were used for.

Using this trail

Although this is a sensory trail, please remind the group not to
touch anything unless invited to. The trail can be followed at the
pace of the group and the stops can be visited in the order that
best suits your group’s needs.

There is a bookable resource available to support this activity,
containing sensory objects. Please book this in advance via our
booking system and collect it at the reception desk. The resources
for each area are in corresponding numbered bag(s) in the sensory
trail resource bag. The trail can be done without the resources if
you prefer.

If any member of your group feels overwhelmed or overstimulated
by the sensory input at any time, the benches along the path
leading up to the castle are generally a quieter area to be.

Pre-visit learning ideas

You might like to create a sensory bingo sheet for your
students to use as they explore the castle. After your visit,

you could compare and contrast the sights, smells and
sounds students experienced at the castle and those they
encounter regularly at school.
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Peveril Castle

Key

Castle model (outside Visitor
Centre exit to castle)

2 | Pathto castle

3 | Eastgate

English
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North curtain wall

Hall

Keep (outside)
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Self-led activity s2 ﬂ

Exploring Peveril Castle
with the porter

O [OF

Recommended for
History, English Summary
Explore Peveril Castle in a different way by

Learning objectives following the character of the porter around
Understand the job role of a whilst he completes his daily duties. This activity
medieval porter and some of allows students to learn about medieval daily life
their duties. and builds on their knowledge of the jobs based
Explore key areas of the castle and at Peveril Castle.
identify what they were used for.

Time to complete Using this trail

20 minutes This self-led trail is in the form of a short story which allows

students to follow the porter around the castle. The story follows
the premise that the porter has been left to look after the castle
with two watchmen for company, whilst King Henry Il is away at
one of his other castles.

Students should understand that the porter played an important
role in keeping the castle secure. His main responsibilities were:

Control who comes in and out of the castle at the castle
gate(s).

Operate the portcullis and drawbridge.
Inspect incoming goods.

Escort visitors inside the castle.

Raise the alarm in case of a threat.

Use the map on page 5 to locate the rooms. As there is little of
the structures surviving, you may want to use the illustration of
the castle on page 76 to help students to imagine the castle as
it was at the time.

More learning ideas

Students could use the information from the other
Careers Fair Cards to create their own trail around the

: ) . ) castle, considering which different rooms and areas their
A medieval porter. His role was important in )
protecting Peveril Castle’s security. person may have worked or relaxed in.

Write a job advert for a porter, or one of the other jobs
in a castle.
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Teachers’ notes

Exploring Peveril Castle
with the porter

Location1- East gate

You make your way to the east gate as one of the
watchmen has told you that he has seen someone
approaching the castle on foot. You slide back the
heavy metal bolt on the door and wait for the person
to approach. As you open the door, you realise it is
the laundress from the village approaching. She is
bringing the chaplain’s robes back, which have been
washed following his recent stay at the castle. He is
now with the king at Nottingham Castle whilst you
look after Peveril Castle. You take the robes from her,
push the heavy door closed again and place the large
rectangular door jamb into the slots to bar the door.

Location 2 - Chapel

You head towards the chapel to drop off the
garments. The chapel is placed near the gate in the
belief it will offer protection to the castle. When the
king is in residence, this chapel is used daily by the
king, his family and the castle staff. You look up to
admire the intricate wooden carvings on the ends of
the beams holding the roof up. The altar faces to the
east and it is covered in a finely embroidered cloth.
You leave the priest’s robes to the side of the altar.

Location 3 - Keep

Next, you walk towards the keep. You have a
watchman patrolling the ramparts at the top of
the keep, ensuring that you have advance warning
of any approaching attackers. You call up to the
watchman to check that all is well. He confirms that
the landscapeiis clear.

English
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Teachers’ notes
Exploring Peveril Castle with the porter

Location 4 - Kitchen

It's early evening and you go to the kitchen to check
on your second meal of the day, which is cooking

over the fire. It is pottage. When the king is away,

it's pottage most of the time. This is like a thick stew,
made of grains and vegetables. The leftovers stay

in the pot and new vegetables are added to it every
day. Where do you think the fireplace or oven to cook
the pottage might have been? When the kingis in
residence he brings his cook with him, so you all eat
well from the leftovers. You also get a daily ration of
bread and beer. Rations of beer are very important, as
the water is not guaranteed safe to drink. Weak beer,
known later as small beer, is even made for children.

Location 5 - Hall

You can feel the warmth from the fire as you enter.
This is one of the most important spaces when

the king is in residence. It is where he meets with
important guests and conducts business. Whilst the
king is away, you and the watchmen are sleeping in
the Great Hall as it has the biggest fireplace and it
helps you keep warm. You check that there is enough
wood by the fireplace to keep the fire going overnight
then head outside.

Location 6 — West gate

The light is beginning to fade and it is nearly time to
eat. Your last job before starting dinner is to check the
security of the west gate. This is the main entrance

to the castle for any horses or wheeled vehicles. To
approach, they have to cross the bridge from the
outer bailey that is across the gorge. You call across to
the blacksmith, who is just damping down the fire in
his forge, to let him know you are about to lock up the
castle. You take your bunch of keys from your belt and
lock the padlock on the inside of the gate.
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Self-led activity s2 ﬂ

Looking at the landscape

Recommended for
Geography, History Summary
Peveril Castle’s high position allows a good

Learning objectives view over the local area. The provided map
Use a map to identify local shows the castle and the local area as it was
geographical features. during the time the castle was occupied, when
Identify which geographical the medieval new town was built. Students will
features are human and which locate geographical features remaining from
are physical. that time. They will identify whether the

Time to complete features are human or physical.

30 minutes
Using this trail
You may want to bring clipboards with you for this activity.

Give each student a printed copy of the student activity
sheets on pages 65-66.

The slope next to the keep, or the area next to the north
curtain wall are good vantage points to begin the activity.

Ask students to find Peveril Castle on the map and identify

the keep (shown as a square within the castle grounds) and

the entrance they came in at, to help them work out where they
are standing. Ensure students have their map oriented in the
correct direction.

Peveril Castle’s high position in the landscape allows
many geographical features to be seen. There are 10 features marked on students’ maps. Students can

look for, identify and label the features then tick them off the list.

On the second page is a table to complete, identifying which are
physical and human features.

There is also a blank copy of the map provided on page 67. Fora
greater challenge, students could use the information board at
the north curtain wall of Peveril Castle and their knowledge of
geographical features to label this.

More learning ideas

Take photos of the landscape at the castle and match these
up with the map back at school.

Look at a selection of maps of the local areaq, either online or
physical. Discuss who might find the different types of maps
most useful - for example drivers, walkers, historians.
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Teachers’ notes

Looking at the landscape

Map

Ensure that students know that this map shows
the area as it was when the medieval new town
was built, rather than as it looks now.

Use the keep and the entrance students entered
at (circled on this map) to help students orientate
their map.

This map includes the main features of the areaq,
but not all. Students may identify other features
that are not on the map.

Finding the features

The majority of features can be seen from the
north curtain wall (the wall overlooking the
town) or by sitting on the slope near the keep.

The best view of Cave Dale is from the metal
fence above the chapel.

The hardest feature to see is Peak Cavern Gorge.

The best way to see this is through the gate

in the middle of the west curtain wall. Please
ensure students visit this in small, supervised
groups. This is for safety and to allow them to
see through. Students may need a reminder to
look beyond the undergrowth.

If you have access to a compass, you could use the
north pointer on the map to help students identify
the location of features.

English
Heritage

Answers
Number Feature Physical or
human?

m Cave Dale physical
Izl Peak Cavern Gorge physical
Izl Peveril Castle human

Izl Peakshole Water (river) physical
IE' settlement (houses) human

E hills physical
road human
trees (woodland) physical
E farmland/fields human
church (St Edmunds) human

The group could also discuss newer features
they can see, which aren’t on the map.

english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/peveril-castle/school-visits
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Peveril Castle

Use the map and the views from Peveril Castle
to find these 10 geographical features of the
local area. You could also use a compass,

if your group has one.

Label the numbered features on the map
and tick them off when you have found them.

Cave Dale

Peak Cavern
Gorge

Peveril Castle

Peakshole

hills
road
trees (woodland)

farmland/fields

hurch
The first three are done for you. Woater (river) chure
Top tip: The keep at Peveril Castle appears on settlement
the map as a square. Use its location and the (houses)
location of the gate you came in at to help
you hold the map in the right direction.
English Activity continues on next page —
Heritage 65



Peveril Castle

Complete the table below to say whether Remember:
each of the geographical features is - Physical features are a natural part of

physical or human. One is done for you. the environment.

Add any other features you have - Human features are built and man-made.

found to the table. Ask: Would this be here without humans?

Cave Dale

Peak Cavern Gorge

Peveril Castle

Peakshole Water (river)

settlement (houses)

hills

roads

trees (woodland)

farmland/fields

church (St Edmund'’s)

Challenge time! Think about: QQ

other tourist attractions that

Peveril Castle is in a honeypot tourist ) . o
people might like to visit

destination: a place that attracts large

numbers of people. What evidence of - travel infrastructure - roads,
Castleton being a tourist destination car parks, bus stations, rail lines
can you see from the castle? - cafes, restaurants and pubs

shops catering to tourists, for example
gift shops or outdoor clothing shops.

00000 0000000000000 00000000000000
00 000000000 0000000000000000000 0

Discuss your ideas with your group.

English
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Self-led activity <o ﬂ csa

Bring in the tourists

71Q

» >
Recommended for
Geography, Travel and Tourism Summary
Today, Peveril Castle has an important role in

Learning objectives Castleton’s economy, by attracting tourists to the

Recognise Peveril Castle as a town. Students will consider how best to attract

heritage tourist attraction. tourists to the castle.

Compare the visual purpose of the

castle as an intimidating, defensive

structure in the Norman era to its The castle and tourism

appeal as a picturesque, scenic Once its role as a defensive castle or administrative base for the

sight today. lordship of the Peak was no longer important, Peveril Castle fell

into ruin. By the 17th century, the castle began to take on a new
role as a tourist destination. Its dramatic position high up in the
Approx. 15 minutes rugged Peak landscape appealed to writers and artists, who
depicted the area in their work. Soon people began to travel to
view the castle and these numbers increased with the building
of the railway in the 19th century.

Time to complete

During their visit, students should carry out research on what
would attract visitors. As they walk around the site, students
should make notes and sketches. (You could bring clipboards
or notebooks and pencils to help them do this):

What are the most interesting things to see at Peveril Castle?

Which parts of the castle’s history are the most interesting
for people?

Peveril Castle is a tourist attraction. - What adjectives would they use to describe what a visitor
will see when they come to Peveril Castle?

What other things are there to do for visitors in Castleton?

More learning ideas

Before your visit, students could carry out some research
on the heritage tourism industry.

Using their observational sketches and notes from their visit,

students could design their own tourist poster or leaflet
encouraging people to visit Peveril Castle. They could devise
a plan to promote the castle in the local area. They should
consider who they need to communicate with about travel,
refreshments and other things to do.
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Self-led activity <o ﬂ csa

Tourism -

good or bad?

Recommended for
Geography, Travel and Tourism Summary
Students will gather evidence of the impacts of
Learning objectives tourism, both positive and negative, on the castle
Understand that Peveril Castle and local area.
is part of a honeypot tourist
destination.
Consider the positives and The castle and tourism
negatives of tourism in the Peveril Castle welcomes thousands of visitors each year. It sits
local area. on the edge of Castleton and either side of it are Peak Cavern and
Reflect on the sustainability Cave Dale. Castleton itself is a honeypot tourist destination, with
of tourism to Castleton. several tourist attractions within the town. Honeypot sites are
visited by large numbers of people, often at specific times of the
Time to complete year. Itis part of a wider tourist area, the Peak District National
20-30 minutes, plus any time Park, which also attracts many visitors.

spent at the castle. Tourism can have both positive and negative impacts on an area.

For example, large numbers of visitors may have a negative impact
on local infrastructure, such as by causing quicker path erosion.
However, as a positive, the increased income from tourism can

be used to improve infrastructure or pay for repairs to it. In this
activity, students will be asked to think about the positive and
negative impacts that tourism has on Castleton, and particularly
onthe castle. It is possible to do this activity within Castleton
when the castle is closed.

Students could also consider to what extent tourism in

Castleton is sustainable. Is it able to meet the social, economic
and environmental needs of today without comprising the needs
of future generations?

The view of Castleton from Peveril Castle.

More learning ideas

Students might want to design their own fieldwork
investigation - for example, carrying out a traffic count or
surveying footpaths. They could then suggest solutions to

make honeypot tourism in Castleton more sustainable.

Your group could debate whether tourism is good or bad
overall for the castle and the local area.

English
Herltage english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/peveril-castle/school-visits Back to Contents 69


http://english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/peveril-castle/school-visits

Peveril Castle

/

You might want to consider the following:

Complete the table below with your

observations about the positives and

negatives of tourism in Castleton,

including at Peveril Castle. There is - Litter

an example to get you started. - Theimpact on the local environment, for
example on the local river or pathways

Traffic and travel connections

The impact of and on climate change

The impact on the local population and
other stakeholders.

Visitors to the area bring in more Large numbers of visitors can damage
income to local businesses. local infrastructure such as paths.

00 00 000000000000 00000000000000000000000000

Challenge time! QQ

To what extent is tourismin

Castleton sustainable? How might you
change or develop it to make it more
sustainable?

EninSh 00 00 0000000000000 00000000000 0000000000 0000
Heritage 70

Sort the positives and negatives into social,
economic and environmental factors.

Use the information you've put in the table
to decide whether you think tourism has a
positive or negative impact.

00 000000000000 O0COCOFOGNGTS
00000000000 OCOGPSISISINISINOS



Post-visit

Information and
activities to help extend
your students’ learning
back in the classroom.
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SO U I"CGS A historical source is something that

_ tells us about life in the past, such as
Peer into the past a document, a picture or an object.

It may be a primary source, from the time, ora
secondary source, created later. Our experts
have chosen these sources to help you learn
about Peveril Castle’s history.

Source 1- Map of the local area around Peveril Castle during the 1200s.

Map of local area around Peveril Castle

English
Heritage 7



Source 2 - Aerial photograph of Peveril Castle

Aerial photograph of Peveril Castle

English
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Source 3 - lllustration of Peveril Castle (2006)

Aerial view of Peveril Castle by Liam Wales (2006)

English
Heritage
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Source 4a - lllustration of Peveril Castle in the 1300s

Aerial view reconstruction drawing of the castle in the 1300s by Peter Urmston (1998)

English
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Source 4b - lllustration of Peveril Castle in the 1300s

Reconstruction drawing of Peveril Castle’s inner bailey in the 1300s by Peter Urmston (1998)

English
Heritage
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Source 5 - Contemporary illustration of medieval castle building

B SR K ©
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‘

lllustration from the Maciejowski Bible - Tower of Babel. Image in the public domain.

English
Heritage
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Source 6 - Bayeux Tapestry

Bayeux Tapestry Museum, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons.

English
Heritage
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Source 7 - Entry for William Peverel’s land in the Peak Forest, from Domesday Book, 1086.

Gernebern and Hundine held the land of William Peverel’s castle in Pechefers. £c))
These had two carucates of land assessed to the geld. There is land for four

ploughs in desmesne: and (there are) three villeins with one plough and eight acres

of meadow. In King Edward’s time it was worth 40 shillings; now 50 shillings.

1 carucate =120 acres; geld = a Saxon tax; desmesne = land for the lord’s own use; villein = a peasant
farmer who had to work for the lord.

Source 8 - Extract from 1157 Pipe Roll, the official record of spending by the sheriffs and
castle constables on the king'’s behalf.

In payment of 2 watchmen and the porter of the Peak, £4 10s. £¢))

An extract from the Pipe Roll of Henry Il, from 1157. This significant payment continued for at
least 20 years and carried on even after the keep had been built.

A porter was responsible for the main entrance to the castle and controlled who entered the gates.

Source 9 - Extract from the Assize of the Forest, 1184.

The king has commanded that the mutilation* of dogs shall be carried out “, )
wherever his wild animals have their lairs ... The king has commanded that none

shall hereafter in any wise hunt wild animals by night with a view to their capture

... under pain of imprisonment for one year and the payment of a fine or ransom at his
pleasure.

*Mutilation here means the clipping of claws. This would stop the dogs being able to be used for
hunting.

Source 10 - Extract from the sheriff’s entry to the 1157 Pipe Roll, the official record of
spending by the sheriff on the king’s behalf.
£10 1s 4d - kings board and lodgings “”

£2712s 3d - board and lodging of the king of Scotland at Peveril and at Nottingham
Castles

72s - bill for the wine provided for at Peak Castle for the king of Scotland’s stay.

English
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Source 11 - Extract from the sheriff’s entry to the 1157 Pipe Roll.

Provisions for the Castle of the Peak: ()
50s 6d - 20 seams of corn

39s - 20 bacons

£20 - twenty knights received for 20 days

£90 - works on Peveril and Bolsover castles.

Extract from the sheriff’s entry into the Pipe Roll, 1173. In that year, the barons rebelled against the
rule of Henry Il. Henry spent money updating and strengthening his castles. He also made sure they
were garrisoned with knights, who needed provisions.

Source 12

Horseshoe and spur O\

Artefacts discovered at

Peveril Castle in1954. The
horseshoe is 12th century.

The spur is made from copper
and is from the 13th century.

It is finely decorated. The Forest
of the Peak in the land around
the castle was a royal

hunting ground.

© Historic England Archive
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Self-led activity s2 ﬂ

Using sources

Al | 29
Recommended for
History, English Summary
Evidence for what life at Peveril Castle was

Learning objectives like can be found by looking at primary sources,

Use and evaluate sources as including records that were kept of the expenditure

evidence for what life in a made at the castle. Students can use these

medieval castle was like. sources to draw their own conclusions and
Time to complete justify their arguments.

30 minutes
Using sources

Use sources 7-12 on pages 79-80 to investigate the following:

Source 7:
The land use around the castle during the time William Peverel
owned it.

Source 8:
The security arrangements at the castle.

Domesday Book is one primary source we can Source 9:
find bout life i dieval England. . .
usetofind outabout ife in medieval Englan The penalties for breaking Forest Law.

Source 10:
The hospitality provided to the king of Scotland when he visited in
157.

Source 11:
The provisions made by Henry Il for defence during the barons’
rebellion of 1173.

Source 12:
The type of objects found by archaeologists and what can be
inferred about life at the castle.

Students can use all the sources to evaluate what they think
life was like for the inhabitants of the castle and the local areaq,
justifying their conclusions by referring to the sources.

More learning ideas
Students could use the sources to draw or paint their own

interpretation of Peveril Castle during the 1100s, adding in
details from the sources.
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Self-led activity

Medieval feasts

Recommended for
History, English

Learning objectives

Learn about society in medieval
England: dining, food and drink
in a medieval castle.

Develop instructional writing
skills by creating a recipe.

Time to complete
30-40 minutes

Reconstruction image of the hall at Peveril
Castle, where feasts were held. By Peter
Urmston (2007).

/|5
Summary

The Great Hall at Peveril Castle was occasionally
used to host feasts forimportant guests. We know
that King Henry Il entertained King Malcolm of
Scotland at Peveril Castle in 1157. Medieval royal
feasts often involved grand-scale and elaborate
ceremony.

Introduce the different roles at a medieval banquet to your
students:

cook - directing the assistants

cook’s assistants - stirring the sauces over the fire, chopping
vegetables, mixing, basting the meat, whisking (with twigs!)

carver - carving the meat at the table

steward - directing the waiting servants

spit boy/qgirl — turning the spit in the kitchen
scullion (menial) - e.g. cleaning the spit

sewer — head waiter and official taster of the food
cup-bearer - brings the king's cup to the table

pot boy/girl - collecting empty glasses from the table, serving
drinks

washer boy/girl - washing up (scouring with twigs and sand)
musicians - entertaining the guests and the king
jesters - entertaining the guests and the king.

Through a whole-class discussion, explore what these roles reveal
about medieval feasts. Consider what clues they give about
medieval etiquette, technologies, materials and ingredients.

More learning ideas

KS1/KS2 - act out a medieval feast, with students playing
different roles.

KS2/KS3 - Ask students to research medieval foods and how
they were cooked. Students should use their research to
design recipes and create a banquet for Peveril Castle.
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Self-led activity

Engineering challenge

Recommended for
History, Design Technology

Learning objectives

Design a replacement bridge
to access the castle.

Select from and use materials
according to their properties.

Build a structure, exploring how
it can be made stronger.

Time to complete

Approx. 60 minutes or dependent
upon testing.

An illustration of Peveril Castle in 1300, showing
the original bridge (circled).

Summary

At the time the castle was occupied (1086-1374),
a bridge went across the gorge to the west gate
entrance. In this activity, students use replica
medieval materials to design and construct a
replacement bridge across the Peak Cavern

gorge.

About the activity

The bridge which crossed the gorge above Peak Cavern to the
west gate of the castle was very important. Without this, it would
be difficult to get supplies to the castle because the only other
entrance was up a steep hill, so was not suitable for horses or carts.

The bridge is no longer there. It was made from wood so it
probably rotted away, although you can still see the masonry
supports if the vegetation is not too thick.

Students can design their own bridge to replace the missing one,
using replica medieval materials. Suggested materials: lollipop
sticks (wood), glue (lime mortar), string (rope) and soap (stone).

Things to consider:

How will they make the structure strong?
How will they attach the structure to the rocks?

Will they need a support in the middle? If so, which material
will they use for this?

You could construct a ‘gorge’ using blocks or stacked books, so that
students have to measure their bridge across correctly. Use small
weights to try out the strength of the bridge.

More learning ideas
Students could look at the castle in the present day and

design or engineer a solution to help people to climb the
steep hill to the entrance.
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Self-led activity

Design a medieval new town

Recommended for
History, Geography

Learning objectives

Understand the features
of a medieval town.

Plan a medieval town,
to include key features.

Time to complete
60 minutes

The medieval town of Castleton was planned
around the church, which can be seen in this
photograph.

Summary

Castleton was a medieval new town - a planned
settlement which was established as a result of
Peveril Castle being built. Students will take on the
role of a medieval town planner, deciding where
to place their own settlement and how to combine
the essential elements of a medieval town.

If students have not done the ‘Medieval maps’ (pre-visit) or
‘Mapping the landscape’ (on-site) activities, first introduce them
to the medieval map of Castleton on page 72. They could identify
the main features of the settlement:

The church in the centre.

The houses on long, enclosed plots of land (burgage plots).

The houses on smaller plots of land.

Connecting roads and the path to the castle.

Explain that the map shows only the main features of the town,
not all the features that were there at the time.

Medieval town planners had many considerations when designing
a new settlement, much the same as town planners today do:
Location and transport links.
Access to essential supplies such as food, water, wood.
Space for people to live, work and grow their own food.

Students can use the activity sheet to choose a site and design their
own medieval town. They should think about how the features will
fit together to make the settlement a good place to live.

If you would prefer to give students a larger space to work on,
you may want to print the map onto A3, or use it digitally.

More learning ideas

Students could plan a town for the future, using their
learning from medieval towns. They could consider having
a central building, designing for a car-less society and using

sustainable materials.

Students could construct theirtown in 3D using mathematical
nets to make buildings.
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Teachers’ notes

Desigh a medieval
hew town

Top tips

You could display the map electronically in the classroom to enable your group to discuss
potential sites together in advance.

The map on page 72 can be used to help students draw the castle in the correct place in the
landscape.

Students can use the scale to work out how far away to put each feature from another.

You could print a larger copy of the map and students could cut out the icons and place
them on the map.

At the end of the activity, you could ask students to present their reasoning behind their
town designs to each other.

Things for students to consider when designing the town

The contour lines on the bottom half of the map are close together, showing that the land is
hilly in these areas. Cave Dale is the lightest area on the map and Peak Cavern Gorge is at the
end of the river. Students should choose to locate their settlement within the top half of the
map, where the land is much flatter.

Students may choose to put their settlement right next to the river. Whilst this would be helpful
for gathering water, there is also the possibility that the water could become contaminated
with waste from the settlement. In addition, those industries that produce noxious waste

also need to be near a water source. The river flows from the top to the bottom of the map, so
students may choose to locate their settlement upriver from the noxious industries, although
this may mean it is too far from the castle. The map on page 72 shows where the actual
settlement is, for context of how far from a riveris considered a suitable distance.

Medieval planned towns were based on a grid system, with the church at the centre. Students
can choose their own street plan to draw.

Students may want to add a fence around their common land, to differentiate it from the other
land plots.
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Use the blank map
of the area around
Peveril Castle to
choose your own site
for a medieval town.

Think about location:

that are far apart).

7

o

It needs to be near to a water source and wood for building and fuel.
There are jobs at the castle, so it shouldn’t be too far from there.

The ground needs to be flat enough to build on (look for contour lines

O

Once you have chosen your site, draw a circular outline to show the boundaries
of your settlement. Castleton had a ditch and bank around the outside, for protection.

You may want to add these.

Now decide where to place the key features of your medieval settlement:

The church and churchyard
- this should be near the centre
of the settlement.

X

Domestic cesspits (for human
waste) and rubbish pits. These
were often within the burgage
plots. Most of it went on the
crops or to feed pigs!

The marketplace. This is where
goods will be traded, so it
needs to be in quite a large
space, with good road access.

Common land, for grazing the
townspeople’s cattle. The cows
provided milk for cheese and
butter making.

1| B8 =

The stocks and pillory, on the
marketplace. These are for
punishing criminals.

A watermill, to grind crops to
make flour for baking. Needs to
be onariver.

Roads. These were usually
arranged in a grid pattern.

A weir (a low dam) with fish
traps on the river, sometimes
associated with a mill.

Houses in burgage plots.

The house (shown as a square)
faced onto the street and

the burgage plot stretched
behind it.

i
T3
L

Noxious trades, like butcher,
tanner and candle maker (who
processed dead animals) were
kept outside settlements, often
near a stream orriver.
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